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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfpFX4NBhJw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfpFX4NBhJw
























Typography is the craft of endowing human language 

with a durable visual form, and thus with an independent 

existence. 

Robert Bringhurst
Poet, Typographer, Author

Quote from: Bringhurst, The Elements of Typographic Style, 2002



Typography is the craft of endowing human language 

with a durable visual form, and thus with an independent 

existence. Its heartwood is calligraphy—the dance, on a 

tiny stage, of the living, speaking hand—and its roots 

reach into living soil, though its branches may be hung each 

year with new machines.

Robert Bringhurst
Poet, Typographer, Author

Quote from: Bringhurst, The Elements of Typographic Style, 2002



EXERCISE: 
Write down the immediate 

feeling/reaction you get when 

you look at the following slides.
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One of the principles of durable typography is always 

legibility; another is something more than legibility:

Robert Bringhurst
Poet, Typographer, Author

Quote from: Bringhurst, The Elements of Typographic Style, 2002



One of the principles of durable typography is always 

legibility; another is something more than legibility: some 

earned or unearned interest that gives its living energy to 

the page. It takes various forms and goes by various names, 

including serenity, liveliness, laughter, grace, and joy.

Robert Bringhurst
Poet, Typographer, Author

Quote from: Bringhurst, The Elements of Typographic Style, 2002



In IxD, we care about legibility but we also care 

about mood, personality, vibrancy, and energy.



In IxD, we care about legibility but we also care 

about mood, personality, vibrancy, and energy.

Each of these can be 
established or reinforced with 

appropriate typography



Gamifying
green
Jon Froehlich
Assistant Professor  CS
30th Annual HCIL Symposium
May 22  2013





Pixelated game font to establish 
personality and reinforce topic

Font size differences to 
establish hierarchy

Color for emphasis and fun 
(though maybe too saturated)







Smaller font size for citation to 
deemphasize element

Serif font that has a 
professional, dictionary feel

Bold for title





Bold font with strong, vibrant 
orange color for title

Lightweight font for main text

Handwritten script font to 
indicate annotation

Very lightweight font for citation 
with bolding/italics for emphasis

Follow same bold for title, 
lightweight font for text













https://www.myfonts.com/WhatTheFont/




RESEMBLANCES?



Prototyping Designs





Typography Definitions



Sketch the following with annotations







Font Weight Example
Roboto font weights: thin, light, regular, medium, bold, black

Source: https://www.google.com/design/spec/style/typography.html#typography-typeface



Font Weight Example 2
Museo Serif, Museo Slab Serif, and Museo Sans Serif

Source: https://www.google.com/design/spec/style/typography.html#typography-typeface



Font Weight Example 2
Museo Serif, Museo Slab Serif, and Museo Sans Serif

Source: https://www.google.com/design/spec/style/typography.html#typography-typeface























What is Keming?





The horizontal spacing 
between characters



kerning



kerning
ke r n i n g



kerning
ke r n i n g
kerning





Wide kerning used for 
artistic effect
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Typography Title
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!



Typography Title
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!

Descenders create visual 
noise (which can be good or 

bad) but messes up clean 
line/closure effect



Typography Title
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!

Descenders create visual 
noise (which can be good or 

bad) but messes up clean 
line/closure effect



TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!



TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!

Small caps or all caps can 
help create cleaner lines



TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
THIS SUBTITLE GOES HERE AND SAYS ADDITIONAL THINGS!

Small caps or all caps can 
help create cleaner lines



TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
THIS SUBTITLE GOES HERE AND SAYS ADDITIONAL THINGS!

TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!

Typography Title
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!



TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
THIS SUBTITLE GOES HERE AND SAYS ADDITIONAL THINGS!

TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!

TYPOGRAPHY TITLE
THIS SUBTITLE GOES HERE AND SAYS ADDITIONAL THINGS!

Typography Title
This subtitle goes here and says additional things!





Type and Scale



Scale is the relationship among elements 

within a composition or hierarchy.

Ellen Lupton
Author, Designer, Educator

Quote from: Lupton, Thinking with Type, 2nd Edition, 2010







Slide from Ellen Lupton, Thinking with Type



revolver: zeitschrift für 

film (magazine for film)

Slide from Ellen Lupton, Thinking with Type



http://gizmodo.com/5590572/windows-phone-7-gallery/



http://gizmodo.com/5590572/windows-phone-7-gallery/



http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=196225







Serif vs. Sans-Serif



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serif



San-serif

Serif

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serif



San-serif

Serif

Serif (red serifs)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serif





In typography, serif is a small line attached 

to the end of a stroke or symbol… a typeface 

with serifs is called a serif typeface. A 

typeface without serifs is called sans-serif.

Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serif



In typography, serif is a small line attached 

to the end of a stroke or symbol… a typeface 

with serifs is called a serif typeface. A 

typeface without serifs is called sans-serif.

Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serif



Other languages have different writing styles akin 

to serif vs. sans-serif

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serif





Which is more legible? 

Serif or Sans-serif?



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996



http://alexpoole.info/blog/which-are-more-legible-serif-or-sans-serif-typefaces/


http://alexpoole.info/blog/which-are-more-legible-serif-or-sans-serif-typefaces/


Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996

“From your confessor, lawyer and physician, 

hide not your case on no condition.”

- John Harington



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996

We recognize 
letters more 
by their top 
halves than 
bottom halves

Serifs appear 
to aid in the 
recognition 
process

“From your confessor, lawyer and physician, 

hide not your case on no condition.”

- John Harington



Kathleen Tinkel, Adobe Magazine, 1996

When we read, our eyes 
travel along the lines in 
“saccadic leaps” (roughly 
approximated by red 
arrows), pausing briefly at 
regular intervals called 
“fixations” (shown as gold 
circles). Occasionally we 
regress to reread a chunk.



Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde uinervtisy, it 

deosn't mttaer waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, 

the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat

ltteres are at the rghit pclae. The rset can be a tatol

mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. 

Tihs is bcuseae we do not raed ervey lteter by it slef

but the wrod as a wlohe.
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Condition Example Sentence
Reading 

Speed

Normal The boy could not solve the problem so he asked for help. 255 wpm

Internal letters The boy cuold not slove the probelm so he aksed for help. 227 wpm

Final letters The boy coudl not solev the problme so he askde for help. 189 wpm

Beginning letters The boy oculd not oslve the rpoblem so he saked for help. 163 wpm

Rayner et al., Psychological Science, 2006
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Condition Example Sentence
Reading 

Speed

Normal The boy could not solve the problem so he asked for help. 255 wpm

Internal letters The boy cuold not slove the probelm so he aksed for help. 227 wpm

Final letters The boy coudl not solev the problme so he askde for help. 189 wpm

Beginning letters The boy oculd not oslve the rpoblem so he saked for help. 163 wpm

Rayner et al., Psychological Science, 2006

Still, study only looked at letter transpositions of a 

single position. See: 

http://blogs.msdn.com/b/fontblog/archive/2006/05/09/594050.aspx


Blocks of Text



Source: http://www.cnbc.com/2016/04/27/this-princeton-professor-posted-his-cv-of-failures-for-the-world-to-see.html







A widow is a very short line 
(usually one word) at end of 

paragraph or column





Font Selection Menus



So, clearly, fonts are more than legibility, but do 

font selection interfaces support this 

incredibly rich view? 



So, clearly, fonts are more than legibility, but do 

font selection interfaces support this 

incredibly rich view? 

Microsoft Office 2010 Adobe Photoshop CS6





Source: http://youtu.be/taRaP-5-vyo, SIGGRAPH2014



Selecting good fonts is hard. 

Use Google to help.







https://www.myfonts.com/WhatTheFont/


Some book sources


