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Children’s Libraries

• Many schools are without books
• Or books in the right languages
• Printing is expensive
• Scaling up is challenging

Technology offers broad access…



Today’s ICDL…

• research led by UMD 
• service led by foundation
• 2,000,000 patrons
• 150,000 pages of digitized books
• books in 45 languages
• website in 16 languages 
• users in 200+ countries



Mongolia
• Working with Ministry of Education
• Funded by World Bank
• Adding digital access to

traditional literacy project

• Phase I – Urban
• Phase II – Rural
• Phase III – Mobile
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A Book on Every Device

• Let the library follow you
• Mobile phones are everywhere
• Capacity is growing very fast



One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) & ICDL

• First pilot in Mongolia now
• 400 laptops in 2 schools
• ICDL on every laptop
• Goal: 200,000

laptops to all
children

• Mexico and Intel Classmate PC is next





Future Directions

• Even smaller screens
• Share when possible



Lessons Learned

• Technology robustness
– Virus
– Power
– OS & Network maintenance
– Test in same environment as deployment
– Repair by reboot

• Adventerous spirit
• Match technology to use

Usability
Content



How You Can Help

• Ambassadors
• Translators
• Financial Support

www.childrenslibrary.org
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