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What English Profs Study

e The book as a
material artifact

e Books in culture and
soclety

 Who published what
books where & when

e Copyright and the
book trade

e Representations of
books In literature
and the other arts

e Books and changing
technologies




Electronic Books (Many Platforms,
Systems, Media, Devices, Formats)

Google

Book Search




This 1s not a book.
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. . . It’s a model of a book

(predictive)

(explanatory)

(prescriptive) |
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What are the Affordances of a Book?

« Random Access and Sequential
e Volumetric

e Bounded

e Comparative

 Writeable (as well as readable)




Ia

Random Access and Sequent




Volumetric

on of the pages
at_-we . are all
er=to__ ~perfect

.__

clusion of ~




Bounded




SEEZSEES Exs=an
Lo DT i ——

=

Comparative




Writeable
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Random Access . . .

By United States Congress. House. Committee on... - 1927 - 38 pages

Bill | Statement of— Butler, Charles Henry | Weil, Arthur W | | Osborne, William
Hamilton | Burkan, Nathan | Swarts, Louis E | Lucas, George C Solberg, Thorvald |
Paine..

Snippet view - About this book

By United States Congress. Senate. Judiciary - 1967 - 242 pages
Index filed in 90-1'Y 4.J 89/2:C 79/4/96
Snippet view - About this book

thow more »
earch in this book
copyright act United State: Search
30 pages matching copyright act United States in this book Page 1
TO AMEND THE COPYRIGHT ACT
Page 2
2 TO AMEXD THE COPYRIGHT ACT
tion ipg the o) ch mechanical sductions, w er
Page 29
TO AMEND THE COPYRIGHT ACT 29
i2faxs _that a-nceliminary iniunstiea-iesussestraining the defendant fromethe.. |

Where's the rest of this book?
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Or (of course) Bot
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Volumetric
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Page 101 °F Qr@iving arms and doors do oper

Page 249 "When David's child died, the father spoke
af it F

would wait for han

david milller burning child L

one repentant child mplore C
haart is full, Unless it ba v

longing, burning, wild
Heart=throbbings that n '

o cheerful face can ...

a5 only carmied over

LIFE'S BYWAYS AND WAYSIDES. 19

and hands are so full of our own things that we
have no time for tasks for Him. We need never
fear that our hands will be any less full at the end
because we have slackened our pace a little now and
then to do some slight wayside service for Christ.
There is a story of one who began to run in a
race, and ran well—was foremost of all. But by-
and-by he stopped to lift up a fallen child and place
it out of danger, thus losing something of what he
had gained. Farther on, a fainting comrade appealed
to his sympathy, and he turned aside to help him
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Comparative
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Hamlet: 2nd vanant guarto 1605; Hamlet: 1st guarto 1603;
C.34.k.2; Provenance: Garrick C.34.k.1; Provenance: Halliwell-Phillipps

Copyright © The British Library Board
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Writeable

TALK

RANGE
INSIDE THIS CHAPTER: |+

CLOSE FAR

You are connected.
Disconnect.

ZBLIGITAAL,

3, paragraph 1 ]

BOWERBIRD,
hola... (+) [ section 3, p
1]

BOWERBIRD,
have fun! i'm scampering down
a rabbit-hole right now. see ya
later... [ sectic ]

3, paragraph 1 ]

type a message when yvou're
connected

SAYIT

I—DOWN THE RABBIT-HOLE

LICE WAS EEGINNING TO GET VERY TIRED OF

sitting by her sister on the bank, and of having nothing to

do. Once or twice she had peeped into the book her

sister was reading, but it had no pichwes or
conversations in it, "and what 15 the use of a book," thought
Alice, "without pictures or conversations?"

So she was considering in her own mind (as well as she
could, for the day made her feel wery sleepy and stupid),
whether the pleasure of making a daisy-chain would be worth
the trouble of getting up and picking the daisies, when suddenly
a White Eabbit with pink eves ran close by her,

There was nothing so very remarkable in that, nor did
Alice think it so very much out of the way to hear the Rabbit say
to ttzelf, "Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be too late!" But when the
Eabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-pocket and
locked at it and then hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it
flashed across her mind that she had never before seen a rabbit
with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and,
burning with curiosity, she ran across the field after it and was
just i time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole, under the
hedge. In another moment, down went Alice after it!

[Tustration]

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way
and then dipped suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had not
a moment to think about stopping herself before she found
herself falling down what seemed to be a very deep well
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ANNOTATIONS (NOTES) %7

There are 6 notes on this book.

You can add your own notes by
selecting a paragraph and typing
thern in here.
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Bookscapes:
Different Affordances Modeled

Access

Facsimile of a
Rare Book

Professional
Journal Article

Middle School
Textbook

Children’s
Story Book

Legal Brief
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Conclusion

e Most affordances will be important
most of the time

e But our model-making is always
constrained: time, labor, funding,
bandwidth, etc.

* Choices and trade-offs are
inevitable

 Awareness of the affordances of a
bookscape can help us make better
models of electronic books

e Different models (with different
affordances) will serve different
audiences and communities

A “book autopsy” by artist Brian Dettmer
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