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#An ARG is...

-~ et A, S
B el bt e T RPN
ARREAT N T




- ’txvvr
,m'? ﬂw.b\

[ 4
-
‘\
L) 1 ™
[ o




ARGs & learning

Practice literacy skills mm—5=" /:

- Information Evaluation —
- Collaborative Problem-solving

- Critical Thinking

Authentic environments

- Controls = everyday

communication tools



How to design ARG narrative and puzzles
to promote collaborative learning?






Positive Promotive
Interdependence Interaction

Individual Group
Accountability Processing



Each student

IS responsible

for individual tasks
within the group.




Each student’s success
contributes to group success.




F o

eVickmark for the New York Times 2011

Students encourage each other
with positive, constructive feedback.




Groups take time to reflect on their performance together
and to work through controversies constructively.




The pieces must come together

. before the time of the sending.
I have hidden them with those
I trust most.

April 15, 2011
12:01 am
1 ion: _O_l_" ° 1 ”

pient: Charles Mason
er: April G,

WM YGRIY LHCFL AZYDG OMCGQ
LC BPXMP QWQZ YFCHL OMSPT
DX GQGWS QWWSC EJCQS VZTCD
MN IOBTY ISGRW IQWLN BUBXD
0 CLCVH PHBHC HIJMN TDMFL
i{Q OEJRKC OPMEJ PMMWW ZSPBC
MF SZLZP NYNYL MPMXB WWWBK




The Players

~60 students
(26 boys, 34 girls)
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Content Lcarmng
Design Goal

/ “We take history for granted \ *.
because we encounter it |
in a format that makes it
seem inevitable.

We forget that it could have

w&ay at any momenw

* Develop strategies to interpret & evaluate texts.

* Differentiate between facts & interpretations.
- Challenge arguments of historical inevitability.

« Study relationships among science, technology & society.

Standards from National Council on Social Studies & National Center for Teaching Historical Thinking * logo from playthepast.org



Collaborat
Design Go

Apply principles of
Cooperative
Learning

Distribute challenges
so that each student
IS an integral compongé
of the group’s success

In uncovering the story. .







2 ARCHIVIST MISSION #3
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TimV. | Got A BADGE! (:
Edit Delete View conversation

Ben05 just gd with mission 1. man thats hard. i felt like a fail
Edit Delete View conversation

Ben05 but feel like a boy scout when i get a badge. so proud
of myself.
Edit Delete View conversation

Tina05 >> April G. HEY APRIL :) | finished my second mission ;
Edit Delete View conversation







- x :
7e. CABINET OF CURIOSITIES ﬂt‘i
ARCANE GALLERY 1

OF

GADG PTRY

Gt ot 7105 B~ |
L }éf;f;/f‘ %

ﬁ./%./ 7 I
& W 4

F I o)
| MmMZJAaL

4,#2$ 2o

/&4 /ume

iy
&

Before the time of the sending,

the truth must be shrouded anew.

The way to the key lies in every detail,
E down to the letter.

i Vi

01020103 01020505 01030501 01030804
01040107 01040602 01050206 01050404
01060701 01060804 01070203 01080202
01080301 01080505 01090404 01090901
01100902 02020303 02020603 02021103
02030201 02040103 02080801 02090606

02090804

#2b

everythingfin its place
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Come April, the truth must be known.

The pieces must come together

. before the time of the sending.

I have hidden them with those

I trust most.
A

Date: April 15, 2011
Time: 12:01 am
Location: _°__'_" el

Recipient: Charles Mason
Sender: April G,

UOLQM YGRIY LHCFL AZYDG OMCGQ
LPWLC BPXMP QYJQZ YFCHL OMSPT
TGODX GQGWS QWWSC EJCQS VZTCD
NMAMN IOBTY ISGRW IQWLN BUBXD
IUVKO CLCVH PHBHC HIJMN TDMFL
AULYQ OEJRC OPMEJ PMMWW ZSPBC
FFHMF SZLZP NYNYL MPMXB WWWBK

Junto disintegrated, former - informer whispered these

rs from the North and South hints to help us avoid SCAR. ~ « ~
e in an attempt to resolve :
fferences... or to spy on each m

epending on whom you ask,

ifteen Confederates at the PSS, First figure out who is
7, we knew only that FIVE  who; then turn the page &

"AR members, with the rest name the SCAR members,

toward JENIUS, As the

rates entered the room, an

nfederates were:
William Barksdale; John Wilkes Booth; Belle Boyd;
ohn Breckinridge; Mary Boykin Chesnut; Jefferson Davis;
Laurence Keitt; Thomas Hindman; Dr. Samuel Mudd;
Rufus Rhodes; Robert Rhett; Edmund Ruffin;
Alexander Stephens; John Surratt; and Loreta Velazquez,

e the clues:
ive Fire-Eaters were the first five people in line,
his two i} li and th 1

ies were the last five people in line.
Iniversity of Maryland graduate was closer

d of the line than all the women.

n whose boss's successor got assassinated was
anding next to an assassin’s accomplice.

octor was standing closer to the front of the line

an the actor.

lliary-writer was standing between a president and
at president’s vice-president.

atent commissioner was standing between two men
0 had been U8, Senators in 1850,

bngressman was standing next to another
ngressman from the same state.

f the Fire-Eaters was closer to the

nt of the line than the man who drew
istol in the Senate chamber.

man who fired the first shot of the
vil War was third in line,

iam was the same distance from
mund as “Harry” was from John C.




BLOG Posts _L_ ==
In-class

Interactions

-




Individual Missions:
- Most Fun
- Challenging
- Surprising

TimV. | Got A BADGE! ( :

Edit Delete View conversation

Ben05 just gd with mission 1.

man thats hard. i felt like a fail
Edit Delete View conversation

Ben05 but feel like a boy scout
when i get a badge. so proud of

myself.
Edit Delete View conversation

Tina05 >> April G. HEY APRIL :)

| finished my second mission ;)
Edit Delete View conversation

Austin >> April G. Yeah. | have been

blazing thru my inventor training. :-)
Edit Delete View conversation

Anton’s Blog (Day 4)
Wheww!!! Just finished
two of the missions of
cryptographer.

Very happy

{kinda getting into this
game}.




“You played 3 missions
and then a master level
that you have to use
the skills you learned
from the first 3.

The last level is the
group level where you
put all of your skills
together.”

| Ben05 Who is a cryptoghrapher?

| NEED UR HELP!

Edit Delete View conversation

TanyaE im trying to figure other
things i don’t even know...

® Claire746 (Day 7):

Go under collaborate=> wiki=>
unsolved questions...or to =2

" cabinet of curiosities to find

the hidden key phrase, “YOU
DELAY BUT TIME WILL NOT”
But | don’t know what “A
PLACE FOR EVERYTHING”
means....can anybody help?”




“We had to work together
and share information.”

Myra >> April G. i gota 67%. i don’t
get it.

Edit Delete View conversation
April G. >> Myra that’s not bad,
tho’, you’re almost there. Ask the

JENIUS people for help on that last

question.
Edit Delete View conversation

Myra >> April G. i got a 100% (:
Edit Delete View conversation

April G. >> Myra That’s cool! You get

a new badge!!! ©
Edit Delete View conversation

Myra >> April G. | Know, Right.

Edit Delete View conversation

BenO05 (Day 6):

As you know, last week we
observed April G’s notes on
her phone recording. The
morse code translated to:
Messages Across Time. This is
obviously linked to the
Kairograph, which can send
messages to the past, present,
and future...We need to work
together for clues & find out
why SCAR wants Aprillll You
can talk to me about my blog
at BenO05.




Player Partic

Group Processi

 Collaborative
Sense-making

e Cross-Order
Interaction




Conclusions: engagement

)

“I was saving history.’ “...the past interacts with you.”

“I felt like a spy!!” “I actually got into it and had fun.”

—




Conclusions: critical thinking

“It was cool — a strategizing game that keeps you thinking.”




Conclusions: interlocking tasks

“Teamwork was needed to solve it.” It was so intricate.”
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