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If you ever read 1984 by George Orwell, it won’t be hard for you to imagine what life is like in North Korea, the “Hermit Kingdom”— Democratic People's Republic of Korea, a country named after democracy but has absolutely nothing to do with it. The king to this country, Kim Il-sung, is the subject of this paper. Since the author was born in China and grew up in her capital Beijing, it is to his great interest here to compare Kim with the Mao Zedong, who although past away for more than three decades, still has profound influence in China. The main focus of this study is definitely Kim Il-sung and North Korea under the reign of him and his son, Kim Jong-Il.  We will start with a general introduction of North Korea and its people. Then we will focus on the basic criteria for a modern dictator and his means of maintaining the power, i.e. through ideology, the use of party, mass propaganda (or rather to say propaganda to the mass, thanks to technologies) and last but not least, secret police. In most cases, personality cult is also important, but we’d like to put it under the discussion of propaganda. 
North Korea, officially known as the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), is located in the far east of north hemisphere right south to Manchuria of China. It occupies the northern Korea Peninsula, with its counterpart, South Korea, officially known as the Republic of Korea (ROK) occupying the southern peninsula. The two countries are separated by the Korean Demilitarized Zone, a four-kilometer-wide strip hovers centered at the 38th parallel, in which millions of mines are buried. The Korea Peninsula as a whole was colonized by Japan in the till the victory of WWII. According to the Yalta System, the peninsula was divided artificially by the 38th parallel which serves as the boarder of the two superpowers – United States and USSR. It is interesting that the 38th parallel was an important political subject for Chinese civilian. In fact my grandfather succeeded in securing a position in the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China by correctly labeling that thin line on a map. Of course his sociological background played a far more important role in their recruitment. We will see that in North Korea there is an almost identical system called Songbun which dictates everyone’s life upon his/her birth. 
There are approximately 24 million people in North Korea area is around 120 thousand square kilometers. However both north and south are willingly to refer their country as the wonderland of three thousand miles. North Korea has been under the absolute dictatorship for the last sixty years by Kim Il-sung and his son Kim Jong-Il. Each North Korea is categorized by their Songbun, i.e. his/her sociological background. It is similar to its counterpart in Communist China, Chushen which was used to determine one’s fate by who his father’s profession and property. One might be surprised by the egalitarian of North Korea. The salary distribution is quite even; both education and health care are free of charge. However we should not be misled by all this and believe that North Korea is completely classless. The salary is not a good indicator for their quality of life; only those with good Songbun might be given the chance to enter college; the country lacks medicines and most of the health care facilities are in bad conditions. No quality is equal for people are not permitted to move from one place to another in general. The hukou system in China serves for similar purpose. Most male citizens are required to serve eight years in the army, with around 1 million troops in total. After the service in military waits for everyone a life-long exhausting job and endless study of Kim Il-sung’s teaching. Except for the privileged, lives of most North Korean are designed by the day they were born. The dictators systematically removed individualism from them and imposed the absolute loyalty and collectivism instead. 
The best way to study Kim Il-sung, as we believe, is to compare him with any Church Fathers, Saint Augustine of Hippos for example, or people like Louis IX the Saint. Although there is hardly any resemblance between Kim and those people in terms of their characteristics, their sanctifications share some similar properties. Every North Korean should pay his pilgrimage to Kim’s birthplace in Mangyongdae located outside Pyongyang. In virtually every room, there is a portrait of Kim Il-sung, with a box underneath containing a piece of cloth dedicated to the cleaning of it. Report shows that during the sinking of a ship, members of the crew lost their lives simply for protecting Kim’s portrait. Kids are taught to love the great general ever since they are several months old. For many of them, the first words ever spoken are “Comrade Kim”. The politics class taught in primary and middle school is simply a study of how to worship Kim and his Juche Idea. Thus one could grasp the meaning when a North Korean actress cried for being too far away from the great leader during her visit in China. 
Every North Korean dedicates hours to the study of Kim’s thoughts throughout his/her life, for only the most devoted followers have the chance to be promoted. Upon finishing their high school study, the North Korean students are supposed to have read every sentence of Kim’s work. There are practically no other books to read there. On the Naenara, the internet portal of North Korea, we found under the category of publication a handful of books, most of which are devoted to Kim’s teaching. No literature related books could be found. It is reported that such things are not allowed. Thus it is likely that in the hermit kingdom, Kim’s version of ‘Bible’ is truly the only book. However the study is by no means fully accurate for the author is aware that there is a gigantic library located in Pyongyang. 
The Juche Idea, as a major element of Kim’s sanga, was, is and will always be the leading ideology of North Korea. This was introduced by Kim Il-sung in a speech on December 28, 1955, in order to counteract the de-Stalinization in Soviet Union by Khrushchev. Kim Jong-Il’s treatise On the Juche Idea elaborated this idea as the following: 

1. The people must have independence in thought and politics, economic self-sufficiency, and self-reliance in defense.

2. Policy must reflect the will and aspirations of the masses and employ them fully in revolution and construction.

3. Methods of revolution and construction must be suitable to the situation of the country.

4. The most important work of revolution and construction is molding people ideologically as communists and mobilizing them to constructive action.

Although the text looks plain and lack in detail, it is this property that makes the whole idea powerful. Without any offense to Christianity, one could compare the words with those in the Bible or the work by Church Fathers. It is only the interpretation that counts, and the vaguer the context, the more flexible the interpretation could be.  The first one was elaborated by a North Korean in a National Geographic documentary as not asking the regime for anything. The person further claimed that it is their own responsibility to make things work, even when the conditions are not favorable. Thus, it is not hard to imagine how people could survive the famines without a riot or so. The second is to justify the righteousness of mobilizing the mass for construction and farming process. Most North Koreans have to take part in volunteered labors during their “spare time”—on weekends and in the evening of weekdays. As for the Korean People’s Army, at least one third of the year is devoted to volunteered labors. The third one is also part of the party propaganda in China, in which the word “suitable” is commonly replaced by “unsuitable” when sensitive terms such as western democracy is discussed. We believe such things are not to be worried in North Korea, for according to my high school history teacher, during his visit there, the tour guide, a graduate student in Kim Il-sung University, was planning her master thesis with the title “why our system is the best in the world”. The fourth serves similar purpose as the second. The Juche Idea is so important in North Korea that they also use it for their calendar – with 1912, the birth year of Kim Il-sung as the Juche Origin. 
It seems that showing love of kids in public is a common characteristic for almost all the famous dictators in the 20th century. Hitler, Stalin, Mao and Kim were all portrayed as benevolent fathers who love children. According to the memoir of Svetlana, Stalin’s daughter, he might really love them. A recently released movie called the establishment of a republic shows well shot scenes with warm colors of Mao and ingénues. In some translated textbook articles gather on internet forums, many are devoted to the relationship of Kim and Youth Pioneers. Kim called the youth as “kings and queens” during one of his on-the-spot visit to a nursery. Apart from the love of children, the state own media always reports Kim’s care of workers. Not surprisingly, all the articles are written in the standard propaganda style which is commonly seen in the author’s primary school textbook, starting with minor problems of the worker’s working condition and highlighting Kim’s superiority in solving those problems as contrast to the other officials’ inability. 
Kim died in 1994. His death caused the collective mind breaking down of the whole state. A few years later, he was sanctified by being crowned the Eternal President. His whole life, seen by any North Korean, would probably be similar to our view of Louis the Saint, for the love of people; and St. Augustine of Hippo, for the creation of Juche Idea. 
The personality cult of Kim rings a bell. ”. After three decades of Mao’s death, we could still sense the relics of his personality cult in China.  The author can still recall when his parents were arguing about some serious staff, one would set an ultimatum starting with "I swear to Chairman Mao...". This is by no means uncommon nowadays in China after Mao past away for more than three decades. His portrait still hangs high in Tiananmen bathed in the sun, which appears frequently as a metaphor in his speeches or treatises. His grandson Mao Xinyu, despite his obvious retard, was promoted general -- the youngest one in the republic's history. Nowadays there are still bunches of people in China worshiping Mao, his thoughts and even the poorly composed poems of his. 
However, the authority has long been abandoning Mao ever since Deng Xiaoping assumed the throne. But the dismantling of Mao must be performed slowly in fear of any instability.  Recently, a series of video clips featuring classes taught by Yuan Tengfei, a high school history teacher in Beijing became a popular on the web. Many video clips are related to Mao who is vehemently attacked by the teacher. The content has shocked many Chinese students since the limited information of Mao available to them portraits him as a genius and saint. This event shows that if not properly used, the mass media could provide tremendous problem to the reign. For this purpose, Chinese government filters the internet traffic and blocks the unfavorable information from reaching the people. In North Korea, there is nothing to worry about, except perhaps for the privileged, no one has access to internet. 
Every time when the author tries to argue with his grandfather, a devoted Communist, about Mao, he always criticizes me for being ignorant: “How dare you criticize someone who was so famous in the world!”. This is perhaps what North Korea wants their people to believe. Every year, the regime pours a lot of money to make full page advertisement in major newspapers around the world, promoting Kim and Juche Idea. The advertisements are carefully crafted in order that they look like news reports. With these, the state own media will claim that Kim is popular around world. 
We believe that some of North Korea’s propaganda related to external threats could be explained by George Kennan’s treatise “The Source of Soviet Conduct”, specifically the part about making enemies around the world. The word dictator comes from the Republic of Rome. The original meaning is that when the republic was threatened by the invasion, a consular will be granted the arbitrary power except for passing new laws. The council will simply cease the meeting and the state will be run by the one man. The situation in dictators emerge is still like this. In Soviet Union, Communist China and North Korea, constant warfare was the source of that conduct. When there is no war out there, a reason for the dictator to sustain his/her power must be provided. For that purpose, Caesar fought the Germanic tribes for eight years. As for his modern counterpart, Stalin had Cold War with Mao side by side. The regimes always make their subject believe that the states were on the brisk of warfare, or at least threatened by many countries. This idea of being sieged by western countries was part of my life. One could even find the trace nowadays in many publications in China. Besides justifying the sovereignty, a most direct effect of it is to redirect public attention from internal affair, such as a bad economy, inflation, low rate of employment or a scandal.  A movie called Wag the Dog produced by Hollywood vividly depicted this scene. As for the case in North Korea, the foreign threatening is but one of the methods used to fortify the people’s devotion of the regime. 
Apart from redirecting their attention to internal affair by the forged threats of foreign countries, ego-boosting is another effective method to fortify the regime from inside. We just witnessed North Korea launching their first man-made satellite around April of 2009. It was hard to distinguish a satellite with missile from outside, thus during those days tension rose in the Korea area. My flight took a deviant route in fear of being intercepted by the Japanese and US air force. The current situation in North Korea resembles that of China in early 1960s, in terms of great famine, nuclear weapon and satellite. However, despite all the negative effect, the general North Korean citizens must be quite proud of their success in obtaining nuclear bomb and man-made satellite. We believe most people there have the same spirit as their system being the best. I can still recall when I was in middle school there was a discussion in a history class regarding whether we should fasten our belt and build the nuclear weapon. In the end, the teacher said that in order not to be bullied by imperialists, we had no choice but to make the bombs. Both China and Korea suffered from imperialism in the last two centuries. In our history books, western countries are portrayed as invaders and merciless murders. We were taught to hate westerners, without knowing that Tsinghua University, the most prominent one in China was actually funded by imperialists, nor to mention the railroad and telecommunication system built by westerners. On the contrary, the Righteous Harmony Society (Yihe Tuan), an anti-humanity organization is exhaled for its “success” in challenging the colonists. Similarly, the Korea Peninsula was occupied and colonized by Japan. Before that, it was considered as a satellite state of Qing Dynasty and was forced to pay tribune yearly. Thus the idea of self-defense, a direct consequence of Juche Idea, must be quite popular in North Korea.
Despite all the effort, there are always a small amount of people who resist the regime in many ways. The terror is thus the ultimate method for such cases. Similar to Gulag of the Soviet Union and the various forced labor camp in Communist China, North Korea has its own place for those who rattle the cage. If one shows a little disloyalty to Kim, he/she could be sent to the labor camp. For “unforgivable” crimes like defecting, the whole family will be sent to labor camp. In a documentary, some defector who used to be a guard of some labor camp said that in those places, one could not survive unless one stop thinking himself as a human being. Food can hardly meet the basic needs there. Many people died miserably because of food deprivation. 
The author wants to thank his family and friends for the facts they provided. Luckily a friend of the author’s household is from North Korea who has personally met Kim for several times. This person provided some insider’s perspective of North Korea and Kim. Thanks to the latest achievement in Machine Translation, the author was able to read content in Korean, in particular the Wikipedia page and Rodong Sinmun without much difficulty. As for a comparative study, the Chinese propaganda engine provided some interesting information as contrast to what I read from books written by CIA analyst. Thanks to the wonderful documentary made by BBC and National Geography, the author was able to obtain a lively image of North Korea. It is evident that what the government want us to see deviate from what it is really like in the “Hermit Kingdom”, which is too horrible for anyone with humanity to watch. From this study, it occurs to the author that there could be too many things unknown to him in his own motherland, with all the horrors in Mao’s reign. 
Although the author referred to Christianity many times, it is only for the convenience of understanding. There is definitely no offense or any sort of distain of it. 
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