Questions?

e Project #3

— Flash MX 30 days trial:
 http://www.macromedia.com/cfusion/tdrc/index.cfm?product=flash

— Tutorial
» Lessons inside Flash MX application (Help -> Lessons)
 http://www.flashidea.com/ed285/download.htm
 http://www.flashidea.com/ed285/resource flash.htm

— Thanks for Sabrina Liao for providing this info
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Graphic design

“Designing Visual Interfaces” Mullet and Sano

« Help users find their ways
— Correct interaction sequencing
— Correct cognitive model: organization of data, functions, and tasks
— Consistency

* Provide a distinctive look (and feel)
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Component of the visual language

Layout
— How the content is structured on the display

Typography

— Typefaces & typesetting
Imagery

— Visual identity, icons...
Sequencing

— How interactions unfold
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Parsing visual input

DOROTHEA LANGE. Tractored Out, Childress County, Texas. 1938, Gelatin-silver print. The Museum of Modern Art, New York. PHILIP HENRY DELAMOTTE. The Upper Gallery of the Crystal Palace, Sydenbam, England. ca. 1853,
Salted paper print. Gernsheim Collection, Humanities Research Center, University of Texas, Austin



Document parsing

* Anoto design handbook

— Design of paper based electronic forms
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Gestalt principles

e Grouping

— Proximity, Similarity, continuity
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e Form perception
— Closure, area, symmetry
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Relating structure: Grouping

* Help users parse the display into sub-units
— Rely on Gestalt principles
— Avoid explicit grouping

— Source 1
Document: Document Channel
Channel: Source 1: | concept.l w| [ RGB v
— Mask: [ concept.l | [ RGB - |
Document: Source 2: | concept.l v| [ RGB v |
Channel:
Destination: | Ak RGB
U ination: | Aew v| [ b
Document:
Channel
— Destination
Channel: | New v




Relating structure: Hierarchy

* Provide a context for each piece of information
— Example: distinctive style for labels

o~ Pizza: Pizza Pie Praperties

BOTTOM STUFF

style: [ Thin [ Thick | crust

Sauce:[ Regular | Spicy | Pesto

TOPPING STUFF
Meat Yeggies Other
Toppings: [ Ham | [Olive | [Cheese |

[ Bacon | [ Pepper | [Pesto ]

[ sausage | [ Onion | [ Anchovy |

optians: & Red Peppers
' (] Extra Cheese

{(Apply )) (Reset )




Relating structure: Relationship

Parallel presentation and relationship
— Example: present folder before its content

S HILEVEL.MPP
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| 3 sched
| @ cument
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Save this document as:

Mac.File.Chooser.PICT

= Homey
finnt

Desktop

j i

Cancel |

File Format: | PICT File




Relating structure: Balance

Harmonious global arrangement
— Can be symmetrical or asymmetrical




Tool: Symmetry

« Center information around the axis of symmetry

— Balance

— Vertical axis more prevalent

DirectoryName
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) ItemName

) itemName =

2] ItemName
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2 ItemMame

O itemName

D ltemName

D IltemName
=

Name:
= ]

—H Load Document
m [a]
DirectoryName ] Go to: (¥] FrequentFolder
-]
termName ». R i
e Display: [ File Format A
D ltemName
hat N
=7 itemName O File Format 8
) ltemName [] File Format C
© ItemName [ File Format D
3 memName
0y itemName [ File Format E
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Tool: Alignment

« Enhance boundaries and grouping

« Pay attention to false alignment
— Almost but not quite aligned
— Free standing objects
— Be aware of optical adjustment

E snapshot — directory: /home2/heynow/mullet/work/Deskset

Directory: ‘home2/heynow/mullet/work/Desksets, ( Load... )( Save )(Sawe asL)( Print v)

File: Snapshotrs

Timer: n 2 nﬂ seconds i

! s gl E l Hide Snapshot During Capture I

File Name: ,

Snap Type: |window l Region I Screen |

B (Snap Region) Snap Defay: [ 0 | 1 I 2 | 4 l g L‘E Isecs
(View Snap) (PrintSnap v) [ Beep During Countdown

[J Hide Window During Capture

=l { Snap )( View )

L SELECT - Select Window. ADJUST or MENU - Cancel.




Tool: Alignment

o Example of optical adjustment
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Tool: Negative space

e The ground on which the design appears
« Enhance the structure of the display

— Reduce the use of border

|

LaserlWriter Page Setup

5.2

Beduce or
Enlarge: %
Orientation

=

| Paper: ® US Letter (A4 Letter (O Tabloid
| {3 US Legal (O BS Letter Cancel

Printer Effects:

B4 Font Substitution?

] Text Smoothing?

(4 Graphics Smoothing?

(< Faster Bitmap Printing?

]
1




Tool: Occam’s razor

“Entities should not be multiplied unnecessarily”

“In anything at all, perfection is finally attained not when
there is no longer anything to add, but when there is

no longer anything to take away.”
Antoine de Saint Exupery



Redesign example

f@ xbugtool 2.0 Beta 2 Server: elmer-hb.Corp

<)

(Gen. Help %

Bug Id:

(toad v) {Sukmic <) (Printv) (Reset v)
Cc: Mode : [Edit | Create

{_Update lists )

(Category  ©)n Priority: |1 21345
S — Severity: [1]z]z]a]s
Bug/Rfe: bug | rfe
Responsible Engineer:
Synopsis:

Keywords:

(Description) CWorkaround) ((Suggested fix) (Comments)
State triggers:

Evaluation

( Public summary )

Fixed in releases.

Integrated in releases...

Verified in releases...

Closed because 3
Incomplete because >

Root caus
Fix affects docs ©
Duplicate of: Interest list:
Patch id: See also {(bugids):
History:
Submitter : Date:

Generic SVR4 problem?:

Dispatch operator Date:

Evaluator Date:

Commit operator Date:
Eiv anavator r Data: [w==]

i

(a)

[ ® Bugtool E
(Report v)(View v)( Props v)((Help v)  Mode: m
Category: (¥) Xview
Subcategory: (¥] Ilibrary n-ﬂn.
Release: ([F)] 1.0 Severity: u nﬂ
Status: (] Submitted
Synopsis:
Keyworids:
Pub Summary:
See alsa:
Interest List:
Description | Work Around | Suggested Fix | Comments | Evaluation
=
. =
v
=
Root Cause: [¥) documentation—confusing
Same as:
Resp Mgr: (¥ none Hook 1:
Resp Engr: (] none Hook 2:
Flags: [] Fix affects Documentation
O Generic SvR4 problem
LY -

(b)



What not to do!

_..New"_ ] [ Edit... ][ Galaia

| —

List:] Drag & Drop Images

M

@ Open | ALL

) Acquire

- Display: | Pause for 2 seconds v|

Open, do script, place|1 times on page,

Do Script{ NOTHING ~|

¢ Place on catalog page:

| New... ] | Edit... | fiipty

Style:[_Thumbnails for B&WW Printer ||

e [Uhen catalog page is full:
] Print...
[]Save As [ Save As Setup... |

(] Bypass warning messages
[ ] Hit OK in unattended dialogs

(0 Don't go into subfolders

[Eanceﬂ[EHit with settings|[Help...]




e [nternal
— Inside an application

e External

Consistency

— Platform and interface guideline conventions

o Using grids

58

58

8 2 B 28 2 8 2828

2 grid=
units
betwean
groupings

1 arid unit

between

labels and controls

Connect Properties

I’o“M Terminal:

= Diak.

adi.)_ 3808, |. 12808, | . .24686"]

4580 96ea 18.27

Ocd | Even. | None |7

;7. 8 | characters |

| Reference
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Grid example: US National Park Service
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