
Grading Expectations for MS/PhD Qualifying Classes 

Currently, the grading expectations for MS/PhD qualifying classes are scattered in a few places in the 
policy manual: 

(§8.4) “All courses must use homework, exams, and, when appropriate, projects as the basis for grading.” 

(§11) “Courses that consist primarily of paper readings and presentations are not valid for MS/Phd 
qualifying coursework.” 

(§11) “Unless specific permission is granted by the graduate director, 600-800 level courses count 
towards MS/PhD areas courses or MS comps only if they are taught by people with regular or affiliate 
professor positions in the CS department.” 

(Special Topics list) “A Phd [and MS qualifying] course must base its grade primarily on exams (and not 
on paper readings, presentations, etc).” 

The last part is problematic—our official policy is that qualifying courses must base their grades 
primarily on exams. And yet no grad course in the department does this: 

Proposal: Given that the policy does not match reality, the proposal is to remove the language from our 
policy specifying that grades should be based primarily on exams. Instead, the policy will be: 

“MS/PhD qualifying courses must primarily base the course grade on a combination of homework, 
programming assignments, research projects, and exams. Any of these components are optional, except 
the course must have an exam. 

Note that therefore courses consisting primarily of paper readings and presentations may not be MS/PhD 
qualifying courses. In addition, unless specific permission is granted by the graduate director, 600-800 
level courses may be MS/PhD qualifying only if they are taught by faculty with regular or affiliate 
professor positions in the CS department”

# Final Mid HW Prog Proj Other
1 30 20 20 30
2 35 25 10 25 5
3 15 20 45 20
4 0 30 0 20 45 5
5 30 20 10 35 5
6 15 0 30 10 30 15
7 25-33 25-33 33-50
8 25 20 25 30
9 20 16 12 41 11
10 20 60 20
11 10 15 50 25
12 30 20 25 25
13 5 20 70 5
14 35 25 30 10
15 35 25 30 10
16 15 65 20
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