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Ryan’s Friend You've asked what we did over spring break. What
did you do?

Bill Ramsey Theory and REU Admissions.

Ryan’s Friend Sounds like ... fun?

Bill Ramsey Theory-Fun. REU Admissions-Not so much.

Ryan’s Friend What was the worst part and the best part of REU
Admissions?

Bill | need a volunteer to play the role of student who | accepted
to my REU program. | will hide the name of the student and his
mentor. Andrew, are you down with that.

Andrew Yes | am down with that!
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Bill email March 13 Dear Student, You are accepted to the
REU-CAAR program with a deadline to decide of Monday March
16. If you need an extension then let me know.

Andrew email March 16 Dear Dr. Gasarch, I'd like an extension
to Wed March 18 to get a better idea of the program and to ask
Prof X more about his project. If | am assigned to his project | will
almost surely accept.

Bill email March 16 Dear Student, You have an extension to
March 18 and | guarantee that you will be on Prof X's project.
Andrew March 18 Dear Dr. Gasarch, I'd like an extension to
Monday March 23. | have discussed the project with Prof X and it
sounds great. | just need a few more days to fully commit.

See Next Slide For Exciting Conclusion
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Bill’s Thought March 18 What is it with this guy?
Bill’s email March 18
You are overthinking all of this.

| am sure REU-CAAR, or other programs you get into, or will get
into, will be fine for you.

| am sure that you cannot possibly tell which one is better by
thinking about it more.

| am sure that the word better is not well defined in this context.

You have an extension to March 20. You are not going to have a
great insight between now and then that will help you decide.

Andrew email March 18 Dear Dr. Gasarch, | hope | can decide
by March 20.

Andrew email March 20 Dear Dr. Gasarch, | accept your offer.

Bill email March 20 Great. | look forward to meeting with you
and all of the other students.

Bill Thinking March 20 Do | even want this guy to come?
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Bill The fun part is that | found we had enough money so | could
admit my favorite singer Bad Sequence!

Ryan’s Friend Bad Sequence is coming to your REU program?
Bill Well, she hasn't accepted yet.

Yasmine Yes | accept! And I'll get to work on Ramsey Theory!
Bill Actually, you'll be working on Nat Lang Processing.
Yasmine Thats even better!

Bill (To class) Lets all congradualate Bad Sequence for getting
into my program and not for Ramsey theory. A Win-Win!
(Mandatory: The class applauds.)

The End Bill, Bad Sequence, Ryan’s Friend, Andrew take a

bow (Optional: The class applauds.)



