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The Modern Doctor Chemical
[Air, Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Modern Major-General”]
I am the very pattern of a modern Doctor Chemical;
I send to all the journals my remarks and views polemical.
I’ve studied mathematics till I think in terms vectorial
And scorn the plodding soul who seeks for molecules pictorial.
The calculus is food for babes; I love a complex var-i-able
And state a simple law in terms the layman thinks are terr-i-able.
I can talk of relativity and space-time for a month or more
And integrate elliptically to terms the (n +1)th or more—
And yet my hand and mind are seized with palsy and paralysis
When I essay that dreadful task—a chemical analysis.
I’ve mastered all of physics, wave mechanics and spectroscopy;
There’s not a Plank or Einstein whose sage remarks are lost to me.
I know the private life of such electron ’round the nucleus
Their inner quantum numbers and their interactions dubious.
I outdistance Bohr and Summerfeld in matters theoretical
Anticipated Goudsmid with electron spins heretical—
And yet my heart is filled with woe and dismal trepidation
When in the lab I’m faced with an organic preparation.
I surpass Debye and Hückel in their views intertopical,
Dumbfound LaMer and Sandved with equations not canonical;
I can compute the entropy from levels in the molecule
And fill the journal page by page with integrals symbolical.
And any other quantity expressed by an e-qua-tion—
Yet still the old-time chemist shakes his sides with vulgar merriment
When I confess how I detest performing an experiment.


