
Learning Outcomes
Assessment (LOA)

Committee

September 28, 2025



Members Of The Committee

I Bahar Asgari

I Bill Gasarch (Chair)

I Clyde Kruskal

I Rob Patro

I Runzhou Tao



General Goal of The Committee

Produce a LOA Report.

Deadline: October 2025.

Better to get it done either before the end of the spring or
sometime over the summer.
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Report on a Course

Some discussion of the course.

A) Learning Outcomes. Discuss this with the teacher.

B) Measures. Discuss how the course evaluates (e.g., 10 HWs, a
project, and an final) and how we will measure if the learning
outcomes were achieved (e.g., We looked at how the students did
on a particularly indicative question on the final.)

C) Results (e.g., 80% of the class had mastery of the problem, and
of the 20% that didn’t, half of them had some mastery.

D) Conclusions. The students DID master, DIDN”T master.
whatever.

E) Actions. E.g., the project should be harder.

They also want something about DEI but it not clear where that
goes or what to say about it. I will be meeting with the person
above me later in the semester to discuss.
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How Strict Is The Format

VERY- You MUST HAVE A,B,C,D,E as above.



Which Courses Are We Covering?

I (as chair) pick Three AREAS to cover and try to rotate them.

I then pick a course within each area.

I may add another course that I am particularly interested in
looking into.

For the 2025 report the topics and courses are

1) Software: We’ll do CMSC 131.

2) Writing Programs important within CS. We’ll do CMSC 430 or
CMSC 412.

3) Communication with both people on a team and with uses
(COMM). We’ll do CMSC 434.

4) Extra: Bill wants to do CMSC/MATH 475. Combinatorics and
Graph Theory.

In this meeting we will pin down who evaluates what.
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Procedure

1) Contact the teacher of the course and request access to his
gradescope and a zoom meeting.

2) In zoom meeting discuss what the learning outcome is and what
would be a good measure of that.

3) Look at the gradescope statistics or some other appropriate
concrete measure, write that part of the report.

4) What you write up will eventually be in the final report that we
put together.
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Who Does What

The report must be in Word. Bill does not know Word but Rob
Patro is a Word Wiz!

We all give the parts of the report to Rob an he makes a Word
document out of it. He already has the template. The first few
parts Bill and Rob will work on.

Clyde will proofread final version and make sure it all goes
together.

So who evaluates what courses?
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Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



Now We Discuss Who Wants to Eval What

Software: CMSC 131.

CS-IMP: CMSC 412 or 430.

Communication: CMSC 434. I suggest we evaluate Evan Golub’s
section. He has been on this committee and knows what we want
to do.

Combinatorics and Graph Theory: CMSC 475. Bill will do this
alone.

Also need to assign which version you evaluate, which teacher,
which semester.

I would suggest doing Fall courses so we can get this done sooner.



PRO and CON Of Being On This Comm.

PRO Get to meet the people on THIS committee!

PRO Get to meet teachers of some courses!

PRO Learn more about other courses in the dept.

PRO Not much work.

PRO Matthias and Alan appreciate that we do this.

CON The report is pointless and makes no difference to anything.
Think about it: Picking out ONE question on the final that
encompasses THE LEARNING OUTCOME and just look at that.
This is terrible science.

CON (for me) The people above me who read the report will
have some complaints that will need to deal with.
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