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All of those are valid 
ways to describe a 
sequence!
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Then, for this to work, it’s necessary that  

𝑖=1

0

𝑎𝑖 = 0
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Index of last term to be 
included in the productIndex of term with

which the product 
begins
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• The following formula has to work for all choices of 𝑛1 ∈ ℕ:
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• So, for 𝑛1 = 0, we need
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Or 1, if we start  at 1

Or 1, if we start  at 1
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A Question for You

•

YES NOIt will be a pretty 
boring sequence, but it 
will still be a sequence!
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The Gauss Story



The Gauss Trick
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And Now the Rest of the Story

• This is a complete fabrication!

• This is how this story has progressed over time: 

YEAR GRADE SERIES

1960 5th 1 + 2 + … + 60

1980 3rd 1 + 2 + … + 80

2000s 1st 1 + 2 + … + 100

2020 Nursery School 1 + 2 + … + 120Our conjecture:
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