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Reasons to Go To Grad School

1. You have an intense interest in some subject.

Examples: Computer Science or Math. Too broad.

Too broad is okay if you will focus in early on.

Examples: Algorithms or Analysis. Just right.

Examples: SAT or Galois Groups Too narrow.

Too narrow is okay if you are willing to work in a field close by.

2. Your job prospects.

Getting a Masters Degree might improve your job prospects.

Getting a PhD will change the type of jobs you can get.

3. There are other reasons as well.
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CS Masters at UMCP: Boring Things

1) Requirements for Masters Coursework and see next point.
We have a flexible curriculum (discuss pros and cons).

2) Two tracks
a) Non-Thesis Track: 30 credits and a scholarly paper.
b) Thesis Track: 24 credits, 6 res. credits, and a Thesis.

3) Typical time: 1-2 years.

4) Combined BS-MS program: An ugrad at UMCP takes one
more year to get an MS.
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CS PhD at UMCP: Boring Things

1) Requirements for PhD: Coursework, prelim, Phd. We have a
flexible curriculum.

2) Funding: You will be fully funded by either
Research Assistant (RA): funded off of a grant, or
Teaching assistant (RA): funded by the department.
In either case you get Stipend, Tuition, and Health insurance.

3) Typical time: 5-6 years.
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Faculty by Research Area (approx)

1) Algorithms and Theory of Computation-11

2) AI-11

3) Bioinformatics-4

4) Systems-11

5) Database-2

6) Scientific Computing-3

7) Software Eng/Prog Lang-11

8) Visual and Geometric Computing-10

Take Away: UMCP CMSC is a big dept. We have many fields.
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How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



How to Find Out More

This slide applies to any grad school.

1) Explore your research interests (e.g., your favorite courses).

2) Reflect: What are your career goals? Would grad school help?

3) Investigate:

Look into degree programs, schools, faculty research areas.

Look into REU’s and other summer research programs.

Speak with faculty, potential mentors, students.



Applying to Grad School

What we look for in an application:

1) Transcript. Good grades in relevant courses.

We don’t care about ballroom dancing

2) Letters of recommendation. From CS or STEM professors.

We don’t care about your leadership or moral character

3) Research. Describe in your statement of purpose.

Published papers are good, but letters and arXiv papers are
also good.
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1) Investigate if Grad School is for you.

2) If so then try to get into research.

3) UMCP has many faculty in many areas and is a great school
(But you already know that since here you are!)
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