
Pamphlet: Why should Henry IV stop his investiture on clergy
Philip Yang, 0940199

There is a disturbance in the air. Henry IV, the so called king of Germany, resists the decree of our pope, Gregory VII and dishonors him with unspeakable crimes. Who is this Henry? How dare he accuse our pope unforgivable crimes? How could he doubt the legitimacy of Gregory VII? Well, let’s see what the truth is behind all the crimes he committed and his disobedience of the divinity Faith. And you will discover that he is hardly a Christian like you and me.

Maybe he already tried to convince you his legitimate authority from God. But let’s see how his argument, though sounds like a song, is merely an imperfect lie.

Henry’s record of faith is never a good one. Recall that in his youth, he indulged in his errant teacher’s guidance, resists executing the pope’s decrees. Misinterpreting the words of pope, turning the kindness which might sound bitter into hostile, ignoring what the right teaching of the divinity, Henry already chose simony, a way not to salvation, to the city of God, but destruction and eternal torment in hell.

One might probably argue that this is due to his absent of judging capability, and well, it might be true. And also the ultimate source of forgiveness might well accept his deep confession. But he has done nothing substantial in order to achieve his salvation, and there is no trace that he will do anything related. Moreover, pursuing only his lust of earthly power, he disobeyed his own oath to the Father. In order to fasten his rule in the north, he claimed war in Saxony with his people, the nobles from whom he took their loyalty and promised protection and prosperity. Thousands are slaughtered, shields float on the blood of Christians, who were just like you and me, who had wife and children, who held their belief tightly to the Holy Father, were now nothing but skeletons in the battlefield. As none of us are not familiar with the Lord’s words, “thou shalt not murder”, how can he wipe out the stain of blood on his hands and his crown? How could a bloody murderer like Henry himself, a murderer, just like Cain who killed his own brother Albert, or Romulus who slaughtered his twin brother Remus, seek the forgiveness of Him?

With these crimes, how can he still attain his authority from God, without having any change in his moral status? If so, we have to ask, and doubt, whether the Almighty God will grant the secular power to a man with sins that He strongly disapprove? Also recall that in order to fight his civil war in Saxony, he held a short-lived peace with our pope, having promised obedience and submission. Now, shortly after his bloody oppression, he is breaking every promise he made. How can man without loyalty claim his royalty? How can a man, having declared an unjust war against Christians, be a man with justice? How can a kingdom, being ruled by a man without justice, be a kingdom with justice? And you should know the words of St. Augustine of Hippo, in his widely known City of God, that a kingdom without justice is not a kingdom but a great band of robbers.

So there is no way for Henry, the great robber, to derive his rule from the Father, the Son. And there is alternative, for there is no power except from God, and these that are, are ordained of God (Roman 13).

You might also have heard enough of his boasting of illegitimacy of our truly and only pope, Gregory VII. Despite that these words are from the mouth of a liar, let’s reason why our pope, Gregory VII is the righteous pope in St. Peter’s Throne.

Pope Gelasius said, ‘No one can ever raise himself by purely human means to the privilege of and place of him whom the voice of Christ has set before all, whom the church has always venerated and held in devotion as its primate.’ So does our pope, the truly and only pope, Gregory VII rise to St. Peter’s Throne not by the help of layman, but through the same procedure described in the edict of Pope Nicholas published in 1059, which announced that the pope should be elected from and by the Cardinals. Anyone who had been there and with a moderate memory shall still remember the details on the day when Gregory VII, with earthly name Hildebrand, was chosen to inherit the merit of Peter. Didn’t all the cardinals agree that he is the right one for the position? Didn’t the crowd cried for celebration when they heard the news? Aren’t these the proof that Gregory VII is the chosen one, not by laymen, but by blessed Paul, thy brother of all saints and by the Mother of God, for the canoe of grace to all Christians?

And so the legitimacy of Gregory the VII being the merit of Peter is with no doubt. No one on the earth shall not know the word of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: “Peter, feed my sheep”. Being among God’s flock, we should thus be humble and submissive to Peter, for Christ also said, “Thou art and Peter on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give thee the keys to the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on the earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on the earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Thus listen to his preaching, do as we are taught, for the pope carries the voice of Peter, from only whom can we enter the vault of heaven.

Now that we see the legitimacy of the pope with no doubt, then the critics of Henry to him are not valid at all, since it is Paul who said, ”The spiritual men judgeth all things, and he himself is judged of no man.” (Corinthians 2:15) Thus apparently Henry shall not be able to judge the pope. As an errant sheep in the flock cannot judge the shepherd, and body cannot judge the sprite. And may God leave Gregory VII, the right to judge Henry, “just as the soul excels the body and commands it”, as Cardinal Humbert said, “so priestly dignity excels the royal”.

We are familiar with what Pope Gelasius said, “Two there are august emperors, by whom is worldly chiefly ranked the sacred authority of the priesthood and the royal power. Of these the responsibility of the priests is more weighty in so far as they will answer for the kings of men themselves at the divine judgment.” Also do we know that it is said in Scripture, “Behold, here are two swords” and Lord added “It is enough” (Luke 22:28). Ordered the two swords must be, with one led by another, for the laws of divinity which God gave to all created things require this, not the other way around (Pope Dionysius). But didn’t Henry, not being ignorant, know this? If he does, for he should be, how come he dare investing the selection of bishop and archbishop in Germany, with the giving of pastoral staffs and rings at their ordination, as if he has the clerical positions are at his mercy. Isn’t the secular sword not enough for his lust, or is he planning to steal the higher sword from our church?

Think about the clergies chosen by Henry instead of our church, the only canoe through which the God’s grace can be reached. Can those priest, taking the pastoral staffs and rings from the err king, attain grace from God. Suppose they can, then their authority must be from God, and by its earthly speak man – the pope. And if they receive their authority from the pope, how can they receive the symbol of their authority, not from the pope, nor even from a clergy, but a secular ruler, who even have doubtfully moral issue?

Suppose that a priest get its symbol of ecclesiastical office from a layman. Then as for the fact that there is no power but the power of God, and be there any other power, it must be ordained from Him, the layman must receive his power from God. In the case of Henry, we have already proved that his moral status is not sufficient for achieving such power. And even if he does, he has to receive this power from pope, who alone is sanctified by the merit of St. Peter, the shepherd of God’s flock, the key keeper of the door of heaven. But the pope already sent the decree that no lay investiture should be practiced in the world. So if the lay ruler keeps on his investiture practice, he is disobeying the order of pope, which is directed from the will of God. And if he disobeys the will of God, how can he still receive the power from Him. It is easy to see that in the end, he who does lay investiture has no power from God, thus cannot provide the priest invested by him the true power. Imagine what will happen if you are doing a mass with a priest who does not have the righteousness to conduct grace.

Have you suspected how many priests are there in Germany that do not have the ability to help you find your salvation? Have you noticed the fact that countless children who are baptized by those priests are not really Christian? Imagine what will be if this continues for decades. Yes, there will be no real Christian in our world, and we still believe we are. If we are no longer a Christian society, then what’s the difference between us and the Muslin and Jews? There will be no way to heaven if we keep on like this, but only the way to hell, the way to destruction. And on the judgment day, our souls will all be condemned to eternal torment.

This is never the world it should be. Only Satan could be happy about that. Well, now you should probably be able to see what’s behind all these. And the kings that keep on practice lay investiture are merely the tools of Satan, or even Satan itself. If we want to stop all these, Henry, the errant tyrant, along with other kings must abolish lay investiture.

Let palaces belong to emperor, churches to the priesthood, as Ambrose, the teacher of St. Augustine taught us. So leave the clerical matter to the clergy, and then be humble, to receive the justice of God through the pope. For Ambrose also command, “where matters of faith are concerned, it is the custom for bishops to judge Christian emperors, no for emperors to judge priesthood”. Thus Henry should immediately abandon his investiture on clerics, “render therefore to God the things that are God’s” (Luke 22:25), and leave the swords in the right order.

